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‘SHING’I‘ON Exultation s a
pagsing Juxnry in .the Cold War
{ the West cannot avold at [cast a

flush of satisfr.ction al the diseomfort-
ing reversalc wiiich the Soviet Union
has suffered in Middle Bast revoin-
o tions.

The. regior scemed

to beckon to the Con-
mutists with the de-
rline I Amerroon
prestige that f{oliowc..
John  Foster Dulie.
- abrupt refection »f the
Aswan Dam proi ! »
1055 and the Iraqg -
vait of 1888, whien
Ltonk that pivotal -oan-
Lry out of the Voo
alliance.

The Aswan incicgent, pias the West's
tefusa; Lo sell 2rnmie Jo Prensier Nasser,
crealed aomood u Cairo which cave tne
Kremlin reason to helieve it could tie
the Egvptian goummom closelr ta its
purposes.

Fortunately, N..x:\scr
tant to be swalicwed by 1as
henefaclors, Moviry severely agalist
the Communist Partyv in Egypt, he in-
priconed some ard exciuded others
from Iufluence, ¢ven in the labor or-
ganivations,

Gen, Kassem's advent Lo power in
Irag in 1938 olfered an appraling op-
S portunity, for ‘the Communists. He
G i pmved an-easy foil and in 1058 the

S Soviet Union could elearly have im-
posed & dummy repime and absorbed
Irag into the bloc

It was a tempting opportunity that
offered the long-sought port on the
Persian Gulf and & prespeet of isolat-
ing Irag aad plm'h:n" Turkey. Bt
perceiving the doreer that the thrust
would impair Suviet xde. tifieation with

©the natioralist mureanents in Asly,
Africa and Latin Ameciica, Khrush-
cnev decided against it

tle cliose Instead to mupport Kassem
soainst joining Naster in the United
Arab Repubiic. Thin decision brought
him and e E2eptian Lo the poinl of
p\.l lte mutual chi n;_ :oof \mpcrmlx.;l}::
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Apns éiaa l@(}a The rela-
"mv‘n 3 wi oolerd 25 a0 era of
clogye degliias e te e AMescow and

conriasts o [ Anrit 1050
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situation in Iraq as “the most danger-
ous in the world today.” i
The irug adventurc was patterned
like a new and more respectable style
nf encroachment. The local party was:
plaved dowr and the prime relationship |
was povernment-to-government. Tech-
nicians and credit, amounting o an es-
timated $450,000,000 were applied to
orienit. Iraa's economy z.d military
toward Russia,

But Kassem proved a poer bet and
his Invoivement with the Soviets top-
pled him on Feb. 8.

As the new Revolutionary Councit
moved into power, the loral Commu-
nists attempted a counter revolution.
They have since paid « heavy and con-
tinuing price in executrons and repres-
slons which the Central Committee in-
Moscow has piaintively decried as
“criminal action committed in an at-
mosphere of anti-Communist hysteria.” .

Thus rebuffed in Iragq as they were 4
in Syria in 1958, the Communists ap-
pear now to-retain one major initiative
in the Middle -East~—the massive provi-
sion of arms to Nasser in return for
the coilton he is unable to sell in free
world markets. ) o

Tlie weapons passing from the So- , ]
viel Union to Egypt include the: SAM
anti-alreraft missile which Is also in
Cuba; the TU-16 bomber with more -
than double the range and bombload - -
of the IL-28s taken out of Cuba, and
late-imodel MIG fighters, soon to be .-
embellished with an anti-aircraft mis--
sile,

Nasser's acquisition of these im-
plements and his construction of a
plant to produce (with the aid of Euro-
pean skills) ground-to-ground missiles :
are piving the Israelis cause for con- 4
cern. At best the weapons are adding
to the inflammability of the reglon.
Jrted States policy in the Middle
East ruice the Lebanon landings of
1958 hauo almed at sustaining stability
in the reglon The Soviets are pressing
{or Lhe disruptions in which they serk

thelr auerar dezement. and I},‘"& && 8 0 -[ 0 0

’Ihir is i difficult
area, but it 2 certainly tiue that the
West has faed considerably better
then s oppreiing,

Lout, Yoba s cciumn, New York Cavaleade,
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